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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY AND THE AFRICAN AND CARIBBEAN 
WAR MEMORIAL STATEMENT 

 
 
Over recent weeks, there has been growing concern and dismay among campaigners, 
veterans, and community leaders following the revelation that the Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) intends to assume control of this year‟s Remembrance Sunday ceremony at the 
African and Caribbean War Memorial in Windrush Square, Brixton. 
 
This decision, made without consultation or consent, effectively sidelines the Nubian Jak 
Community Trust (NJCT), the very organisation that conceived, designed, funded, and 
led this distinguished civilian-led ceremony for nearly a decade. 
 
Located in the symbolic heart of Brixton, beside the Cherry Groce Memorial and 
Sharpeville Massacre Plaque, the African and Caribbean War Memorial was unveiled in 
June 2017 after years of tireless campaigning and fundraising by NJCT. The memorial 
was endorsed by Her Majesty the Queen, with an unveiling attended by Sir Michael 
Fallon, Sadiq Khan, and numerous other dignitaries. Comprising two six-foot Scottish 
whinstone obelisks, the monument bears the names of every regiment from Africa and 
the Caribbean that served in both world wars — honouring the more than two million 
African and Caribbean men and women who fought for Britain yet were long excluded 
from mainstream remembrance. 
 
Since 2014, the NJCT‟s Remembrance Sunday ceremony has grown into the largest 
civilian-led commemoration of African and Caribbean service personnel in Europe, a 
solemn, inclusive, and unifying occasion. 
 
However, at a planning meeting on 17 September 2025 at Lambeth Town Hall, NJCT 
was informed, to its profound shock, that the MoD had applied immediately after last 
year‟s ceremony to take over the 2025 event. This application was made without any 
dialogue, consultation, or the knowledge of NJCT or its community partners. 
 
This move has been described by many as a “takeover”, a deeply disrespectful act that 
undermines the spirit of community remembrance and cultural collaboration. 
“This is an outrageous takeover of a community-led initiative that first took place on 
Windrush Square on Armistice Day 2014,” said Dr Jak Beula, Cultural Historian, 
Designer of the African and Caribbean War Memorial, and Founder & CEO of NJCT. 
“The claim that focusing on African and Caribbean achievements at the African and 
Caribbean War Memorial is „too political‟ or „not inclusive‟ enough is indefensible — 
particularly when viewed against the UK‟s public commitments to diversity, equity, 
inclusion, and belonging. Such reasoning dishonours the very values of service, 
sacrifice, and unity that our soldiers fought for.” 
 
“This takeover is not merely an administrative change,” Dr Beula continued. “It is an 
assault on cultural respect, historical truth, and community ownership. It reminds us how 
easily our heritage can be diluted or erased when we are denied our voice.” 
 



During the meeting, it was stated that while NJCT would be acknowledged in 
promotional materials, the 2025 event would now be military-led, not civilian-led, and that 
Dr Jak Beula would neither host the ceremony nor be permitted to speak. The Ministry of 
Defence would assume full operational control. 
 
Let it be made absolutely clear:- Any suggestion that NJCT was fully involved in the 
planning or voluntarily distanced itself from the ceremony is categorically false. 
 
For over a decade, the NJCT has worked with transparency, integrity, and dedication to 
ensure that the contributions of African, Caribbean, and Asian service personnel are 
remembered with dignity and truth. 
 
 
NJCT REAFFIRMATION 
 
The Nubian Jak Community Trust reaffirms its unwavering commitment to honouring 
African, Caribbean, and Asian service personnel who fought and sacrificed for global 
freedom. 
 
However, we cannot endorse any process that side-lines community leadership or 
distorts the civilian-led origins of Remembrance Sunday at Windrush Square. 
 
Our mission, grounded in diversity, equity, inclusion, belonging, and social cohesion, 
remains steadfast. 
 
Our presence will continue to be principled, community-driven, and rooted in truth, 
heritage, and justice. 
We will continue to honour the fallen, empower the living, and defend the truth of our 
shared history. 
 
 
STATEMENTS OF SUPPORT 
 
Messages of solidarity from community leaders, veterans‟ groups, civic partners, and 
cultural organisations will follow, affirming collective support for the Nubian Jak 
Community Trust and its continuing leadership in preserving and promoting the legacy of 
African and Caribbean contributions to world history. 
 
 
For further information, media interviews, or partnership enquiries, please contact: 
 
press@nubianjak.org | www.nubianjak.org 
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