
The Port of Tilbury Trustees recommended moving the
project to London due to its widened scope. Thurrock
Council withdrew funding, leaving NJCT to seek new
support.

On Armistice Day 2014, the Nubian Jak Community Trust
unveiled Britain’s first African and Caribbean War
Memorial at the Black Cultural Archives in Brixton,
honouring those from Africa and the Caribbean who
served with Britain and the Allies in both World Wars.

ORIGINS & VISION (2014)
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Initial Discussions on a Black War Memorial (2012–2013)
NJCT’s Jak Beula met with WASP to discuss a Black War
Memorial; no agreement was reached due to design
differences.

NJCT’s Heritage Lottery Funded project From Sea to
Earth and Sky broadened the vision to include both World
Wars and African as well as Caribbean contributions. The
launch took place at WASP’s Clapham HQ.

A MONUMENT’S JOURNEY: THE STORY OF THE
AFRICAN AND CARIBBEAN WAR MEMORIAL

The Black Cultural Archives (BCA) displayed the memorial
temporarily on Armistice Day 2014, conditional on
Lambeth Council’s written approval for its eventual
placement on Windrush Square. All parties—WASP, NJCT,
and BCA—were aligned at this stage.

EARLY MEMORIAL DISCUSSIONS
(2012–2013)

LAMBETH COUNCIL AND BCA
INVOLVEMENT (2014)

EXPANSION AND RELOCATION

LAUNCH OF NJCT’S HLF PROJECT (2014)

Over 14 years, the African & Caribbean War Memorial evolved from a shared community vision into a national landmark—yet its
journey reveals deep challenges over authorship, ideology, and recognition in postcolonial remembrance.



After installation, NJCT led a civilian afternoon ceremony.
For 4 years WASP did not do their morning March Past
(2017 - 2020. Their first morning March Past after 2016
was in 2021. COVID-19 restrictions in 2020 worsened
tensions when NJCT’s smaller event was approved but
WASP’s was not.

Uncoordinated site proposals for the memorial by WASP
Chair and Lambeth’s refusal to hold further site meetings
created a communications breakdown. NJCT assumed
control to prevent further delays.
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At a 2015 WASP meeting, members were told NJCT was
“taking over” the project. JB was excluded from
discussion, marking the formal rupture in relations..

NJCT submitted its own planning applications, launched a
two-year fundraising campaign, and partnered with the
MOD to produce the Memorial Aid video. The African &
Caribbean War Memorial was permanently installed on
Windrush Square in June 2017.

NJCT TAKES INDEPENDENT ACTION
(2015–2017)

Following leadership changes, NJCT invited WASP to
collaborate in 2022 and 2023. A miscommunication
involving WASP and the Rastafari Defence Unit (RDU)
complicated coordination, but the RDU later returned to
participate.

A MONUMENT’S JOURNEY: THE STORY OF THE
AFRICAN AND CARIBBEAN WAR MEMORIAL

BREAKDOWN IN PARTNERSHIP (2015)

SITE DISPUTES AND COUNCIL
STALEMATE (2014–2015)

DUAL REMEMBRANCE EVENTS (2017–2022)

RENEWED DIALOGUE (2022–2023)



1NJCT agreed to all improvement measures, including pre-
screening speeches and JB not wearing his historical
uniform. These concessions were recorded but later
omitted from the official minutes shared by the military
representatives.

A new Remembrance Sunday Steering Committee was
formed with NJCT, WASP, RDU, BCA, and Lambeth
Council to deliver a single joint event. Tensions emerged
over the event’s direction—military-led vs. civilian-led—
but RemSun2024 was ultimately a major success.
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Some committee members argued the event should
mirror Royal British Legion-style ceremonies and focus on
“all soldiers,” whereas NJCT insisted it remain a civilian
tribute centred on African and Caribbean service.

IDEOLOGICAL AND STRUCTURAL CONFLICT (2024))

While NJCT was praised publicly, criticism during the debrief
accused the event of being “too politicised.” Unbeknownst to
NJCT, the RDU had already applied to lead RemSun25. The
issue of insurance was later used as a false pretext for the
takeover.

On 17 September 2025, NJCT was informed that the RDU
would lead RemSun25. NJCT was barred from visible
participation, and founder Jak Beula was explicitly told he
would not be allowed to speak.

A MONUMENT’S JOURNEY: THE STORY OF THE
AFRICAN AND CARIBBEAN WAR MEMORIAL

STEPS TOWARD UNITY (2024)

THE 2024 DEBRIEF AND HIDDEN AGENDA

NJCT’S CONCESSIONS IGNORED

EXCLUSION FROM REMSUN25 (2025)


